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BOUT THE AUTHOR:  Diana Banks is Èɯ,àÓÙÌÈɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÏÌÙɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàȭɯɯ

Several years ago, she began writing the biography of her great great 

grandfather, John Mylrea, who was born on the Isle of Man in 1823.   

 
(ÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯÖÍɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏÐÕÎɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯÚÛÖÙàȮɯÚÏÌɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÈÕɯÈÊÊÐËÌÕÛÈÓɯÈÜÛÏÖÙÐÛy on a variety 

of Mylrea strands and prepared a series of short histories in an attempt to find the web 

that links them together.  To date, she has produced narratives about: 

¶ William McYlrea (Ballaugh) 1627-1692 

¶ The Fatally Flawed Family of Fildraw 16 00-1800 

¶ The Mylreas of Douglas & District 1600-1900 

¶ Fathers and Sons: One Mylroie Clan 1663-1900 (Lonan) 

¶ Edward Mylrea snr (Lonan) 1743-1784 

¶ Nicholas Mylrea jnr (Ballaugh) 1747-1823 

¶ Three Daniels & a Thomas 1761-1934 

¶ Thomas Mylrea, Farmer & Preacher (Braddan) 1788-1860 

¶ Basil Mylrea, Mariner & Publican (Peel) 1791-1865 

¶ Philip Mylrea, Stone Mason (Douglas) 1793-1861 

¶ Frederick Thomas Mylrea, Military Man (London) 1803 -1862 

¶ John Mylrea 1852-1921 

¶ The Brushmen of Bethnal Green  

¶ Mylreas in 19th Century Lancashire 

 

The Mylreas who lived in and around Douglas were such a disparate group , quite 

unlike their counterparts in other parishes .  2ÖÔÌɯÞÌÙÌɯɁÓÖÊÈÓÚɂ while o thers were 

immigrants, starting afresh some distance from their ancestral roots.  Detecting the 

earliest Mylr eas in this region owes much to the work of Nigel Crowe to whom heartfelt 

thanks are extended.   

 

Diana began her professional life as a teacher in central Queensland, went on to become 

a scholar at several Australian universities, and later a senior bureaucrat in Federal 

government circles.  She has postgraduate qualifications from both Melbourne 

University in Australia and Harvard in the United States and is an experienced writer , 

although the Mylrea narratives are her first foray into biography.  
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17th  Century  
 

 

ouglas was one of several towns dotted around the Manx coast ɬ others 

included Ramsey, Peel, and Castletown ɬ that served as the 

ɁÊÖÔÔÌÙÊÐÈÓɯÊÌÕÛÙÌɂɯÍÖÙɯÚÜÙÙÖÜnding parishes.  In the case of Douglas, 

those parishes were Braddan and Onchan.   

 

Documentation of early Douglas shows that in 1511 there were only thirteen 

resident households clustered together to create a settlement north of Douglas 

harbor.  Most of the property was classified as "chambers" (unoccupied, 

unheated, single-celled structures) for which rent was paid by non -residents 

including clergy, officials and landowners from elsewhere on the island. This 

suggests that the origins of the town's nucleus were as a port.   

 

The island itself once comprised essentially farming land; most holdings small 

and providing a subsistence living rather than commercial enterprise.  In those 

early days, individuals had to be versatile to survive ɬ farmers or fishermen, as 

the seasons permitted, and the fruits of the sea a major export for the island.   

 

From the Braddan registers1, it is clear that by the 1600s there were several 

members of the Mylrea clans being born, marrying or dying in the parish.   

However, the r egisters did not distinguish the residents of Douglas from those in 

the surrounding countryside and as such, these Mylreas might have been urban 

dwellers or they might have been rural  folk . 

 

Even though other documents tell us about the inhabitants of Braddan, parish 

registers of the time have not survived.  It is not until later in the 17th century that 

the registers are comparatively useful.  They show a Margrett Mallereay daughter 

                                                 
1  See Attachment 1: MANX RECORDS 

D 



of Jo(hn) baptised 1681, Jony Mollereigh baptised 1685 (father Jo), William 

Mallereigh born to John Mallereigh in 1690, and Issabel Mallerey (father Jo) 

baptised 1693.  A Jo had a son named Robert who was born and died in 16842. 

These children might have been from the one family, headed by John and, if so, 

they might also have been the first clearly identifiable Mylrea family in the parish.  

It is quite possible that their mother was Isabel McYlroy als Joyn who was buried 

in Braddan January 27, 1713, making bequests to her children Isabel, Margaret 

(Brew)3 and William, and designat ing her husband John as executor of her will.   

There were no Ɂ,àÓÙÌÈɂɯbaptisms registered in Onchan in those days although it 

might be the case that records have not survived . 

 

Early burials in Braddan were sufficiently plentiful to show that several Mylr eas 

had been in the parish well before John.  The earliest detectable Mylrea in the 

district was a William McLar ie who was buried in Braddan in 1628, perhaps the 

infant son of George (McLarye) who had been baptised two days previously .  

Over the coming decades, a John McLery was buried there in 16564 and his wife 

,ÈÙÐÖËɯ,ɀ+ÌÙÌÈɯÈÓÚɯ"ÜÕÌÙàɯÐÕɯƕƚƙƝȰɯa Gilbert Mclerye was buried in 1657 and 

Issable Malerye in 1661 (a child); Bell Jnera in 16715, Katherine Coule or Mclarye 

in 1676; Ann Quaile or Mallery in 1680; a child of David Mallereigh was buried in 

1684; and an Ellin Mallera was buried 1691.  3ÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÕÖɯɁ,àÓÙÌÈɂɯÉÜÙÐÈÓÚɯ

registered in Onchan in those days although records might not have survived.  

The Earliest Families  

In Braddan property records, Hen, Thomas and John Mallereigh all made their 

appearance of the mid -1600s.  They might have been brothers, or cousins, or a 

man and his sons.   

 

The material in the following graphic  by Nigel Crowe is based on a 1705 Survey 

of Douglas.  It tends to support the idea of a connection between these men 

because it shows that allotments in the hands of their descendants were located 

near to eachother, some contiguous.  These residential blocks lay along the 

                                                 
2  LDS IGIs 
3  No record of this marriage survives. 
4  His will survives:  http://www.mylrea.com.au  
5  Her will survives: http://www.mylrea.com.au  

http://www.mylrea.com.au/
http://www.mylrea.com.au/
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harbour foreshore, west of where the ferry terminal is today, an d all designated 

with a prefix 16 in the graphic .     
 

  

 

 

04    John 

05     John 

06    Henry  

08    Thomas 

10     John 

1705 Survey:   Source http://manxroots.info   

 

­ Allotments 16/04, 16/05 and 16/10 were occupied by tw o women (and their 

families), Margaret  and Jane, daughters of a woman named Catharine 

McYlrey als Moore.  Property records show that, in 1643, a young woman 

named Kath Moore compounded three houses and two gardens in Douglas 

(probably her father initiated the compounding) 6.  Catharine had married 

John McKilroy  around 1655-1660 and she died about 1698.  By then her 

husband was no longer on the island and presumed dead, and the estate 

was subsequently shared between daughters, Margaret who married 

Robert Joyner in 1685, and Jane who married Richard Killey in 1689. 

Margaret and her husband lived at 1665; Jane and her husband occupied 

16/04 and 16/10.   

­ On the allotment designated 16/06 lived Philip & Jane Higgin , who married 

in 1703.  Philip was a mariner; Jane was the daughter of Amy Joyner als 

                                                 
6  KK Conchan ɀ 1703/4  Composition Book ɀ Douglas Cottages  
http://www.isle -of-man.com/manxnotebook/cd_only/cbook/do/1760cb.htm  

http://manxroots.info/
http://www.isle-of-man.com/manxnotebook/cd_only/cbook/do/1760cb.htm


Watson and Hen McYlrea  , both of whom died in 1689.  Amy was a widow 

with two children, Robert and Alice Joyner, when she and Hen had their 

daughter , Jane.  While no will for Hen survives, there is one for Amy.  

Apart fr om a shilling for her son Robert, she left all of her assets to her 

daughters Alice Joyner and Jane Mallory.  Jane was probably born in about 

1675-1680, calculated from ȹÈȺɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛɯÖÕɯÏÌÙɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ"ÖÜÙÛɯ×È×ÌÙÚɯ

that Jane was under age in 1689 and (b) her marriage in 1703.   

 

These two families had similar generational profiles . No link has been firmly 

established between their fathers, although they might h ave been seafaring men   

Certainly Philip Higgin and Robert Joyner were recorded as crew on the Henrietta 

in 17127 ÈÕËɯ1ÖÉÌÙÛɀÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯÈÕËɯÎÙÈÕËÍÈÛÏÌÙɯÞÌÙÌɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯÈÚɯÔÈÙÐÕÌÙÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ

respective wills 8. 

 

­ On allotment 16/08 lived Thomas Mylroi  and family.  
Thomas Mylroi & Ann Mylroi alias Kelly alias Cain his wife, with Jony 

Kelly & Elinor Kelly her d aughters; Ann's right assumed to have been 

inherited from Gilbert Cain, who held this rent 1671 ] 9.   

 

Thomas McLeroy died in 1717 and his will mentioned his wife Ann and 

only one step-daughter (Jony Kelly), an indication surely that no Mylrea 

children had come from the marriage.  A boy named Thomas had been 

born to Harie Mallaray in 1653 and this lad might have been the individual 

wh o married the widow, Ann Kelly  als Cain.  A Thomas Mylrea also made 

a contribution to the fund to rebuild a chapel in Douglas in 170610 and 

while several Thomas Mylreas made their home in the Douglas area, only 

Thomas from 16/08 was recorded as resident so early in the century   
 

 

                                                 
7  Wilkins, Frances. (2000). 2,000 Manx Mariners: An Eighteenth Century Survey.   Wyre Forest Press. 
8     TBF 
9  http://manxroots.info  
10    Braddan Parish Record, National Manx Heritage Library & Archive 
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David Mallereigh & Margaret Cowne  

David married Margaret Cowne in 1680  in Braddan.   His parentage is uncertain, 

although ÏÐÚɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÕÈÔÌɯÞÈÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÐÈÕɯ"ÖÞÕÌȮɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯgleaned from his 

Articles of Marriage 11.  For some time, it was believed that David was the son of 

William Mollereah and Christian Cowle who married in Maughold in 1663.  

However, Chr istian died in 1677 so he could not have been the son of this 

particular couple, even though David can be found in Maughold in the early 

1700s.  Alternatively, he might have been the son of John Morey and baptised in 

Braddan in 1653 although Morey seems to be a variation of Murray rather than 

Mylrea.  Whatever his family background, he would have been a contemporary of 

Margaret and Jane McYlroy, the daughters of John McYlroy and Catharine 

Moore, but no connection can be made between him and those families.  

 

Children with baptismal records for David and Margaret: Hen (Mollereigh) 1685, 

Jo (Mallereigh) 1686, and Richard (Malareigh) 1690, and there was a burial in 1684 

ÍÖÙɯɆÈɯÊÏÐÓËɯÖÍɯ#ÈÝÐËɅÚɆȭɯɯɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɀÚɯƕƛƖƗɯÞÐÓÓɯgave only meagre clues to their 

offspring Ɂ ÚÖÕɯ)ÖÏÕɯ,Ê8ÓÙÖàɯÚÖÓÌɯÈËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÖÙɯȱȱȱȱȭɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯ

having had contract/ bargain who being out of the Island the brother and sister Richard 

ÈÕËɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯȱȱȱȱȭɂ. There are no surviving records to tell of the baptisms of 

ÛÏÌɯɁÙÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓdrÌÕɂɯÕÖÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÍÈÛÌÚ but at least ÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÎÈÝÌɯÈɯ

good indication that some of them had left the Island. 

 

David and Margaret went from Maughold to the nearby parish of Lonan at some 

stage, perhaps the early 1700s. It was there that two of th eir children , Margaret 

and Richard, established their home; and where David and Margaret died.  Their 

daughter Margaret married Dan Cowin in 1709 in Lonan , and son Richard 

married  Isabel Moore in Onchan in 1714.   

 

Richard had many descendants;  he married three times and was father to nine 

children.  These Mylreas/Mylroies largely remained in Lonan for the next two 

                                                 
11    http://www.mylrea.com.au/DEEDS/david -marriage-1680.html 

 

http://www.mylrea.com.au/DEEDS/david-marriage-1680.html


centuries, mostly as farmers but later work ing in the mines of Laxey or as skilled 

drapers and shoemakers. 

 

 
Entry step ʃɾ ɢʈɻʁɾɸɴÜʂ ɳʁɰɿɴʁʈ in Laxey 

William M cYlrea & Margaret Kin ish 

Towards the end of the 1600s, William McYlrea arrived in the district from KK 

Michael.  William (MACYLEREA) married Margaret Kin ish in Braddan and died 

in 1699.  He named four children in his will although baptis mal records for  only 

two (possibly three) have survived - John (1691)12, Margaret (1693)13, Ellin (169*)14, 

Ann (169*).   

 

H is sister Mary Cannell als McYlrea was mentioned in his Court papers and later 

in 1723 when Mary died, so too did her unmarried sister Catherine McYlrea.  

Inspection of the baptismal register of Michael shows a William, Mary & 

Catherine as the children of Hu  Machlera, baptised in KK Michael .   

  

!àɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɀÚɯÞÐËÖÞȮɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯ*ÐÕÐÚÏɯËÐÌË nearly 40 years later, she had 

married two m ÖÙÌɯÛÐÔÌÚɯÈÕËɯÏÈËɯÛÏÙÌÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȭɯɯ.ÕÓàɯÛÞÖɯÖÍɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɀÚɯ

children were alive by then (John and Ann); John had apparently left the island in 

about 1717 and Ann died a spinster in 1738. The footprint of this Mylrea 

immigrant was brief and light , and he left no traceable male descendant. 

                                                 
12  MALLAREAH 
13  MOLLERA 
14  An Ellin MALLERA was baptised 1695, daughter of William MALLERA & Nunnery How ɀ Nunnery How is a location not an 
ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÓÏ ÉÔÓ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÕÎÃÌÅÁÒ 
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The Unattached  

As usual, there are always individuals who seem to lack a past ɬ no marriage, 

birth or death entries to locate them in Manx family history  ɬ yet evidence that 

they lived exists.  Three women at least marked their existence in the area, and 

their Mylrea connections , through their wills : 

 

­ Margaret Crellin als Tear died in 1689/90; she had a daughter Isable who 

had married a Macleriegh and there were two daughters from this 

Macleriegh marriage ɬ Margaret & Jony 
 

1689 - 2 A w CRELLIN Margaret TEAR dated 17 jan 1689/90; gch 

Margt + Jony Macleriegh; son Philip, Wm Crellin (6d ea); dau 

I sable Maclereigh exex
15

 
 

Braddan baptisms for a Margaret Mallereay in 1681 and Jony Mollereigh in 

1685 list their father as John. Could ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯ"ÙÌÓÓÐÕɀÚɯdaughter Isabel have 

been the woman who was buried in Braddan in 1713 (Maclereigh als 

Joyn?), wife of John, and mother of two daughters born before 1689 ɬ 

Margaret & Jony16? 

 

­ Joney Mylrey [als Gellin als ??] died in 1701 in Braddan, leaving her 

husband and children Patrick, Ellin & Isabel Gellin, but there is no further 

information that might point to her Mylrea parents -in-law.  

 

­ Ellinor Smith als McYlrey  died in 1731 in Braddan, leaving two children 

John & Ellinor who were of age (that is, over 14 years old) and appointed 

by the Court  as joint executors ÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÌÚÛÈÛÌȭɯɯNo record of 

$ÓÓÐÕÖÙɀÚɯburial survives nor any information that might point to her Mylrea 

parents. 

 

There was as well, John McYlroy who died in 1731, nominating  his wife named 

Margaret and his daughter named Isabel (married to Robert Killey ) as his 

legatees17.  Isabel was perhaps, the child born to Jo in 1693.   .ÕÌɯÖÍɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯ

bequests ÙÌÍÌÙÙÌËɯÛÖɯɁÓÐÔÌɯÉÜÙÕÌËɯÈÕËɯÜÕÉÜÙÕÌËɂɯÎÐÝÐÕÎɯÈɯÊÓÜÌɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯÖÊÊÜ×ÈÛÐÖÕȭ 

                                                 
15   Will Summaries. A Manx Note Book 
16    )Î )ÓÁÂÅÌȭÓ ×ÉÌÌȟ Ô×Ï ÍÏÒÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄȟ ÂÏÔÈ ÂÏÒÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ Ϋΰβγ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÂÙ 

Margaret Crellin in her  will (if indeed these families were connected) 
17   Isabel McYlroiy & Robert Killey had a daughter Jane in 1735 



The Disap peared 

John McYlroy was the husband of Catharine Moore, and father to Margaret 

(Joyner) & Jane (Killey).  His fate was not recorded, and Court papers dealing 

ÞÐÛÏɯ"ÈÛÏÈÙÐÕÌɀÚɯÓÌÎÈÊàɯÚÐÔ×ÓàɯÕÖÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯ×ÙÌÚÜÔÌËɯËÌÈËȭɯɯ/ÌÙÏÈ×ÚȮɯÐÍɯÏÌɯ

was a mariner, he was drowned at sea, with no word ever coming back to his 

family  about his fate or perhaps he created a new life in the UK, Ireland or 

Scotland and without literacy, lost contact with his Manx family .   Perhaps he 

simply ran away.   

 

This would not be the only John Mylrea  to be lost from his family  over the 

coming decades. 

End of the century  

The Braddan & Onchan records have not survived in their entirety but from what 

is available, the end of the 1600s was when the Mylrea clans began to flourish 

there.  At least nine babies were born to David, John and William, in addition to 

the babies being born to the Mylrea women ɬ Margaret, Jane, and Jane.  Soon they 

would be joined by newcomers from other parts of the Isle of Man.  
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18th  Century  
 

 

s the new century dawned, the resident Mylrea families of Braddan & 

Onchan found new arrivals in their midst.  By 1705, a clear picture of 

early Douglas emerged, as its functions - residential, market, and 

military - grew in importance alongside the port facility. The ensuin g decades 

saw the town thrive and imposing merchants' houses, large warehouses, quays 

and a pier were constructed18. 

 

In the 1730 Douglas Survey of Households, there were 211 households in 

Douglas, seven of which had a known Mylrea  connection: 

(the now) Widowers of the daughters of John McYlroy  & Catharine Moore  

* Robert Joyner and Richard Killey (the latter with one child & one 

servant) 

Daughter of Henry McYlroy & Amy Joyner als Watson  

* Jane and Philip Higgin  with one child  

Daughter of William McYlrea & Margaret Kinish  

* Ann was probably living with her mother Margaret, and step -father Dan 

Cain.  She was not listed separately in the survey, so she might have 

ÉÌÌÕɯÙÌÊÖÙËÌËɯÈÚɯÈɯɁÊÏÐÓËɂ of Margaret and Dan or been a nameless 

servant in another household 

Ɂ-ÌÞÊÖÔÌÙÚɂ 

* Hugh & Margaret (als Cain  als Kinnish) Mylrea with three children   

* Thomas & Margaret (als Lewn) Mylrea with two children  

* John & Mary Mydwrath (soon to be styled Mcylwrath) w ith three 

children, four servants and a lodger  

                                                 
18  !ÄÁÐÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 7ÉËÉÐÅÄÉÁȭÓ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÏÎ $ÏÕÇÌÁÓ 

A  

http://www.isle-of-man.com/manxnotebook/towns/douglas/d1730.htm


Margaret McYlroy & Robert Joyner  

Margaret MALLEREIGH married Robert Joyner 3rd November 1685  in  Braddan, 

suggesting she was born in the 1660s. Robert was a mariner, as was his 

grandfather, also named Robert.  Margaret & Robert had three children:  

Margaret (1686), Charles (c1693), Emma (1700).   

 

The Joyners might have been relatively wealthy. Robert inherited several 

allotments in Douglas from his father, William Joyner  (who died in 1674 and who 

inherited the  land from his father Robert who died in 1669)19, and Margaret 

enjoyed a similar legacy from her mother, Catharine 20.   This couple made 

settlements on two of their children in 1722 and 1727 that involv ed houses and 

presumably this is how the legacy from Mar ÎÈÙÌÛɀÚɯ,àÓÙÌÈɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÞÈÚɯ×ÈÚÚÌËɯÛÖɯ

the next generation.  Paradoxically , Robert Joyner and his daughter-in-law both 

received charitable handouts in 1730, suggesting that as time went on, things had 

not gone well for this family.   

 

Early deaths were a feature for these Joyners.  Daughter Margaret married Robert 

Quillin in 1717 but he was dead by 1722, leaving Margaret with four small 

children 21. Son Charles married Joney Clukas in 1721 but he died in 1729, the 

same year as his mother.  Curiously, although Ma rgaret left her part of the house 

ÈÕËɯÎÈÙËÌÕɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÛÏÐÙËɯÊÏÐÓËȮɯ$ÔÔÈȮɯɁÐÕɯÊÈÚÌɯÏÌɯȹ1ÖÉÌÙÛȺɯÏÈËɯÐÛɯÛÖɯÚ×ÈÙÌɂɯÌÐÛÏÌÙɯ

Emma died or she was simply excluded from her share of the family house 

because of subsequent transactions by her father.   

 

For some reason, the estate of Margaret's mother (Catharine) was dealt with in a 

Consistory Court in 1741.  This was long after Margaret's mother had died (1698), 

and some time after Margaret and her sister, Jane, had died (1729, 17**).   

Margaret & Jane had at least 10 grandchildren between them which might have 

necessitated settling the legal transmission of the assets inherited from Catharine 

McYlroy als Moore.  

                                                 
19   http://www.mannincloud.info/docs/1660 -64_Arch_0106200.pdf.  p261 
20  1705 Survey of Douglas allotments [12/15, 13/09, 16/05]  http://www.manxroots.info/dgls/openme.htm  
21  She married Charles Cosnahan 1724 and lived a long and fruitful life 

http://www.mannincloud.info/docs/1660-64_Arch_0106200.pdf
http://www.manxroots.info/dgls/openme.htm
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Jane McYlroy & Richard Killey  

Little is known about the fate of Jane & Richard.  Jane had died before 1730 when 

the household survey of Douglas was conducted and Richard was a weaver.  

How many children the Killeys had, or when Jane died is unknown .  If Richard 

died i n 1744, he was 90 years of age and his will is yet to be transcribed.  How 

Jane passed on her mÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÓÌÎÈÊàɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÒÕÖÞÕȭ 

Jane McYlrea & Philip Higgin  

)ÈÕÌɯÞÈÚɯ1ÖÉÌÙÛɯ)ÖàÕÌÙɀÚɯÏÈÓÍ-ÚÐÚÛÌÙȮɯÛÏÌɯËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙɯÖÍɯ'ÌÕɯ,Ê8ÓÙÌÈɯÈÕËɯ1ÖÉÌÙÛɀÚɯ

widowed mother, Amy.  She married Philip Higgin, a mariner in 1703 .  As well as 

Philip and Robert being crew on the Henrietta in 1712, confirming a sea-going 

tradition in this family 22, Philip was recorded as the master of the Prosperous in 

the 1720s 23.   

 

Jane and Philip had four children : Margaret (1704), William (1706), Jane (1708) 

and Philip (1711), although only Jane and Philip were alive when their mother 

died in 1736.  

 

 Philip Higgin had received Douglas allotments from his father , Thomas, who 

died in 170024 so the Higgin family too was comfortable.   Son William died 173425 

and daughter Jane married Edward Fletcher in 1733.  Philip snr died 1741 and 

Philip jnr retained his connection with the mariner profession, appointed pier  

master in 1759 to keep a track of vessels in and out of the Douglas harbour26.   

Hugh McYlrea & Margaret Cain  als Kinnish  

Hugh was a newcomer to Douglas, almost certainly from KK Michael where the 

name Hugh was quite a common.  He was perhaps too young to have been the 

brother of William who died in 1699  and whose father was named Hugh, but he 

could have been a relative nonetheless.  Married in Brad dan in 1716 to widow 

Margaret Cain als Kinnish, he had five children : 

                                                 
22  Wilkins, Frances. (2000). 2,000 Manx Mariners: An Eighteenth Century Survey.   Wyre Forest Press. 
23  Wilkins, Frances. (2000). 2,000 Manx Mariners: An Eighteenth Century Survey.   Wyre Forest Press. 
24  1705 Survey of Douglas allotments [13/01, 13/13, 16/06]  http://www.manxroots.info/dgls/openme.htm   
25  Philip has no will but William does (yet to be transcribed)  
26  Wilkins, Frances. (2000). 2,000 Manx Mariners: An Eighteenth Century Survey.   Wyre Forest Press. 

http://www.manxroots.info/dgls/openme.htm


Á Hugh 27 1716  

Á Cath 1719  

Á Margaret 1722  

Á Ann   

Á John28 1727 

 

When their daughter Ann died in 1759, she mentioned ɁÛÞÖɯÚÐÚÛÌÙÚɂɯin her will 

and nominated her brother, Hugh , as her executor.  Presumably brother John had 

died some time between 1739 when Margaret died and 1759 when Ann died, or 

another John Mylrea had disappeared from the I sland.  

 

The following entry in the Braddan parish record probably tells the fate of their 

oldest son, unless it was their grandson, the son of Hugh Mylrea and Margaret 

Tear. 

1778 ð Hugh Mylrea, falling into Douglas Pier, was unfortunately drowned
29

. 

Thomas McYlrea & Margaret Lewn  

 ÕÖÛÏÌÙɯɁÕÌÞɂɯÈÙÙÐÝÈÓɯÐÕɯDouglas was the Thomas McYlrea who married 

Margaret Lewn in  1717.  ThomasɀÚɯÖÙÐÎÐÕÚɯÈÙÌɯÜÕÒÕÖÞÕȭɯɯ'ÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯ

about the right age for the second son from the Ballacooiley estate in Ballaugh, and 

idea has much to recommend itself.  This Ballacooiley son was very much alive in 

1738 when his brother John left him a legacy of £1/2/- , and his parents also 

mentioned him in their wills of 1711 and 1738 respectively.  However, recent 

#- ɯÛÌÚÛÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯ,àÓÙÌÈɯÔÌÕɯÚÏÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÎÌÕÌÛÐÊɯ×ÙÖÍÐÓÌɯÖÍɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯ

descendants is vastly different to that of the Ballacooiley descendants30.   

 

On the other hand, Thomas might have been associated with the Thomas Mylrea 

who lived on allotment 16/07, right next door to Robert Lewn snr (16/06) in 

Braddan in 1705, so the Thomas and Margaret who wed in 1717 might have 

grown up as neighbours.  What tends to dismiss the ɁÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÜÙɂɯtheory is that 

                                                 
27  LDS IGI - MYLEREA 
28  LDS IGI - MYCLREA 
29  Parish Burial Register for Braddan 
30   $.! ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÓ Á ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ )ÒÉÓÈ -Ã%ÌÒÅÁ ÃÌÁÎȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ Á ÐÏÉÎÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ 4ÈÏÍÁÓȭÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ 
Michael. 



Jan 2017            DOUGLAS & DISTRICT Page 19 

 

when Thomas Mylroi died in 1717, he did not mention any Mylrea children in his 

will , only his step-daughter .   

Thomas Mylrea and Margaret Lewn had two  sons, Robert baptised 1718 who 

died unmarried in 1754, and Thomas baptised 1721.   

 

Their only surviving son  did not remain on the Isle of Man.  In Deed of Sale 

contracts for the disposal of the Douglas property of Ann Harrison als Lewn  who 

died in 1749, one of the vendors, Thomas Mylrea jnr , referred to Ann Harrison  as 

his aunt and mention ed that he lived in Liverpool  and was married to Mary .  

While far from conclusive, in 1748, a Thomas MULRAY, sailor,  married a Mary 

Norton ( 23rd February) in the parish of St Nicholas, Liverpool and this even t  

"fits" Thomas McYlrea, the executor and vendor of his aunt's Douglas property.  

The property in question was almost certainly ÛÏÌɯÖÕÌɯÓÌÍÛɯÉàɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɀÚɯÚÐÚÛÌÙȮɯ

Marriott, to her siblings ɬ Robert Lewn, Margaret McYlrea and Ann Harrison, in 

1728 - and subsequently ×ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌËɯÉàɯ ÕÕɀÚɯÏÜÚÉÈÕË, Thomas Harrison 31. 

 

Both sons of Thomas & Margaret were sea farers -  Robert was serving in the 

British navy, aboard the Worcester when he died, and the Thomas Mulray  who 

married Mary Norton was also in the Worcester ȿ s complement in 1744/5.  Thomas 

Mylrea, born 1721 did not return to the Isle of Man and is another of the 

ɁËÐÚÈ××ÌÈÙÌËɂɯ,àÓÙÌÈÚȭ 

Thomas McYlrea & Margaret Cowin  

Could Margaret Cowin have been the second wife of Thomas McYlrea, whose 

first wife Margaret Lewn died in 1738? Some evidence points in that direction: 

* 3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÔÈËÌɯÉÌØÜÌÚÛÚɯÛÖɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȮɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÐËÌÕÛÐÍÐÌËɯÈÚɯ

Thomas, although there was no record of baptism if he were born in the 

same time frame as his children with Margaret Cowin , all of whom have 

baptism records 

* The first baptism of a child belonging to Thomas & Margaret (Cowin) was 

in 1741 (Philip), about 18 months after Margaret Lewn died  

                                                 
31

  1728 - 2 E  d  MOORE Marriot LEWN d 6 Oct; sibs Robt Le wn, Margt Mcylrea als Lewn, Ann Harrison 

als Lewn jt admrs; husb alive -  Marriot Lewn (Moore) baptised 1688  



* ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯ+ÌÞÕɯÓÌÍÛɯÏÌÙɯÏÜÚÉÈÕËɯɁthe benefit of my share or part of the houses 

and gardens and pewter for ten yearsɂȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÐÛɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ Èɯ ËÌÊÈËÌɯ ÈÍÛÌÙɯ

,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɀÚɯËÌÈÛÏɯÛÏÈÛɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɯ,Ê8ÓÙÌÈɯÈÕËɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯ"ÖÞÐÕ mortgaged 

half their dwelling house for £7 ɬ perhaps an indication that (a) this 

Thomas was only entitled to mortgage half  of the house he lived in, and (b) 

he had to do something at that particular time  because his tenure was about 

ÛÖɯÉÌɯÚÜÙÙÌÕËÌÙÌËɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯÚÖÕȮɯ1ÖÉÌÙÛȮɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÙÔÚɯÖÍɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɀÚɯÞÐÓÓ 

* There was a property settlement between Thomas snr and Thomas jnr in 

1757, in which a dwell ing was divided in two and Thomas snr given the 

choice of which half he wished to have.  Presumably, this was the house 

that Thomas jnr ÏÈËɯÐÕÏÌÙÐÛÌËɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÙÔÚɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ1738 will, 

but what happened to the half he retained and indeed to Thomas jnr 

himself , is unknown, nor is there any way to connect this transaction with 

the previous mortgages and sales by Thomas Mylrea snr and Margaret 

Cowin in the period 1747-1756. 

* ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯ"ÖÞÐÕɀÚɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɯÓÌÍÛɯÈɯÓÌÎÈÊàɯÛÖɯ$ËÞÈÙËɯ,àÓÙÌÈȮɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÐÙËɯÚÖÕɯÖÍɯ

Margaret Cowin and Thomas McYlrea (and bypassing both Thomas & 

Philip)  

 

The proposition that this Thomas McYlrea created a second family has merit but 

the evidence is far from conclusive.  However, if Thomas was not the widower of 

Margaret Lewn, then there are no other logical candidates for a man so named 

born 1700-1710, the approximate time for an individual marrying for the first time 

in the late 1730s.  Potential candidates for his parents - Hugh McYlrea and 

Margaret Cain - were having children in the right t imeframe but ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɀÚɯƕƛƗƝɯ

Court papers made no mention of a child named Thomas, nor did the will of Ann 

McYlrea, her daughter who died in 1759.  Once again, the individual named 

Thomas McYlrea who lived on block 16/08 and died in 1717 comes into focus 

briefly, yet his will gave no hint that there was a son named Thomas.  

 

Thomas Mylrea and his wife Margaret Cowin were urban dwellers.  Margaret 

was from Lonan and Thomas was recorded as a weaver on the 1749 baptism 

record for his son William.  This couple e njoyed a certain level of economic 
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comfort, able to take mortgages on their dwelling house in 1749 and 1756, and 

selling off a part of their allotment in 1753.  Their  children - Philip b1741, Edward 

b1743, Margaret b1746, William b1749, Mary b1754, Ann b1758 ɬ grew up to 

establish a thriving dynasty  as the three Mylrea sons remained in or near 

Douglas, and brought the next generation of Mylreas into the world .   

 

Thomas  

& Mary 

Norton ?? 

Philip  

& Margaret 

Lewn 

Edward  

& Dorothy 

Fargher 

Margaret  

& John Crow 

William  

& Jane Taggart 

Mary  

& John Cottier 

 M 1772 M 1766 M 1778 M 1776 M 1786 

 3ÏÖÔÈÚɯȿƛƗ 

/ÏÐÓÐ×ɯȿƛƙ 

,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯȿƛƚ 

$ËÞÈÙËɯȿƚƛ 

$ÓÓÐÕÖÙɯȿƚƛ 

$ÓÓÐÕÖÙɯȿƛƔ 

"ÈÛÏÌÙÐÕÌɯȿƛƖ 

3ÏÖÔÈÚɯȿƛƘ 

(ÚÈÉÌÓɯȿƛƛ 

6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯȿƜƔ 

  ÕÕɯȿƛƛ 

,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯȿƛƝɯ

6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯȿƜƕ 

$ÓÐÕÖÙɯȿƜƗ 

Thomas ȿƜƜ 

#ÈÕÐÌÓɯȿƝƙ 

)ÖÏÕɯȿƝƖ 

/ÏÐÓÐ×ɯȿƝƗ 

 

 

Another son (John) was born and died in 1753. Daughter Ann did not marry  but 

lived well into old age  and her will is a goldmine of family information, 

mentioning her two sistersɀ married names and identifying nieces and nephews32. 

 

Some in the Mylrea men of Douglas were engaged in the business of transporting 

ÚÛÖÕÌȭɯɯ(ÕɯƕƛƚƙȮɯ'ÜÎÏɯÈÕËɯ/ÏÐÓÐ×ɯÞÌÙÌɯÙÌÊÖÙËÌËɯÈÚɯɁÉÖÈÛÔÌÕɯÞÏÖɯÛÙÈÕÚ×ÖÙÛÌËɯ

ÚÛÖÕÌÚɂ33.   They were not brothers ɬ could they have been cousins?  Or were they 

thrown t ogether by their common surname?  Hugh was definitely from the Hugh 

McYlrea/Margaret Cain als Kinni sh family ɬ a son or grandson; Philip was a son 

(b1741) of Thomas McYlrea & Margaret Cowin.  

 

Douglas was flourish ing at that time, so its need for infrastruc ture grew .  Stone 

was the basic building material  and it was now ÙÌØÜÐÙÌËɯÐÕɯɁÊÖÔÔÌÙÊÐÈÓɂɯ

quantities for churches, houses, and other buildings.  Transporting the stone by 

                                                 
32   http://www.mylrea.com.au/wills%20collection/ann -1838.html 
33   Wilkins, Frances. (2000). 2,000 Manx Mariners: An Eighteenth Century Survey.     Wyre Forest Press. 

http://www.mylrea.com.au/wills%20collection/ann-1838.html


boat was the only way to move large quantities to Douglas , the roads being 

nothing mo re than tracks and thus, the sea the main highway for the Manx 

people.  How might the involvement of the Mylreas in the stone business have  

begun?   It is possible that someone in the family simply spotted the 

opportunities.    

 

In what was probably a natu ral progression, Philip Mylrea born in 1793 (the 

grandson of Thomas & Margaret via their son , William), and his son Philip jnr 

born in 1819 were both stone masons.  This change of business might suggest that 

this family started to make greater use of their talents to become master craftsmen 

in a trade in which they were once little more than labourers.  

 

In the final analysis, the parentage of this Thomas, father of the Douglas dynasty, 

must remain  unresolved.  Whatever his origins, he became the patriarch of a large 

and disbursed clan that today survives in Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 

and the United States.  The story of this family is told in Edward Mylrea ( Lonan) 

1743-1784, Thomas Mylrea, Farmer & Preacher (Braddan) 1788-1860 and John 

Mylrea (1850-1922).   

 

John McYlwrath & Mary als ??  

John McYlwrath came and went in the story about the Douglas & district Mylreas 

in a brief window of time.  In 1730, he was a cooper in Douglas, a man of entirely 

unknown origins so he might not even have been of M ylrea kinship.  At various 

times he was also described as a merchant.  He must have led a reasonably 

comfortable life for he employed four servants who might have been apprentices 

or employees rather than household workers.  John and Mary had two daughters  

Margaret (b1720) and Rebecca (b1724).   

 

The story of )ÖÏÕɀÚɯfamily is a sorry one.  Official records tell:  

* 1724    John McYlwrath denied allegations of fornication 

file:///C:\Users\Diana\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\MYLREA%20-%20THOMAS%20(1774,%20LONAN)\EDWARD%20MYLREA,%20LONAN%20b1743.pdf
file:///C:\Users\Diana\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\MYLREA%20-%20THOMAS%20(1774,%20LONAN)\EDWARD%20MYLREA,%20LONAN%20b1743.pdf
http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/THOMAS%20MYLREA,%20BRADDAN%20b1788%20.pdf
http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/John%20Mylrea%201852-1921.pdf
http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/John%20Mylrea%201852-1921.pdf
http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/John%20Mylrea%201852-1921.pdf
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* 1741    Margaret Mylrath married Charles Wattleworth 19 th April 34.  They 

had four children Margaret 1741-1756, Charles 1746-1764, John 1747-1764  

& Richard 1749 

* 1741    John McYlwrath committed suicide about six weeks after his 

ËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙɀÚɯÞÌËËÐÕÎ   ñJohn McYlwrath, Cooper, who laid violent hands on 

himself was interred without the church-yard fence and without Christian burial 

notwithstanding the verdict of the Jury June 4
th
ò

35 

* 1746   Henry Woods died, declaring that Rebecca Mucklewrath (sic) had 

had an illegitimate child with him 36  

* 1752  Margaret (transcription error ɬ Mary) Mylwrath died in Brad dan37 

* 1753    Margaret Wattleworth als McYlrath died in Patrick aged 33, leaving 

four children aged from 4 years to 12 years 

* 1754   Rebecca married Robert Cobham 

* 1756   Margaret, the fifteen year old daughter of Charles & Margaret, died 

in Malew  

* 1758   Charles Wattleworth died in Malew, leaving three young sons 

Charles, John & Richard aged 9 years to 12 years.  Oldest son Charles 

ÈÊÊÜÚÌËɯÏÐÚɯÚÜ×ÌÙÝÐÚÖÙÚɯȹÏÐÚɯÜÕÊÓÌÚȺɯÖÍɯÉÌÐÕÎɯËÐÚÏÖÕÌÚÛɯÖÝÌÙɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ

legacy 

* 1764   Two of the Wattleworth boys died, John in Malew and Charles in the 

West Indies having fallen overboard  

 

Thomas Mylrea & Jane Karran  

Thomas was a land owner in Braddan, but it is doubtful that he was a native of 

the parish.  His personal attributes ɬ prosperous, charitable, peripatetic - hint that 

he might have come from the Deemster/Archdeacon  clan of Ballaugh Mylreas , 

                                                 
34  Lib Vast shows that in September 1714, Charles Wattleworth (clerk) purchased an estate known as Knockaloe in Patrick, the estate 

mentioned in the Marriage Contract for Charles and Margaret.  In the Contract, John McYlwrath specifically engaged Wattleworth 

to work for him in Douglas and not to sell Knockaloe, an odd thing to do to a prospective son-in-law.   Knockaloe was, nearly two 

centuries later, an internment camp during WW1.  Birth records for the children reveal that the Wattleworths must have decamped 

ÔÏ 0ÁÔÒÉÃË ÓÏÏÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÓÕÉÃÉÄÅȢ   
35  Braddan Parish Register 
36  1746 - 2E d  WOODS Henry perished by sea beg Mar 1745/6; mariner late of Liverpool; prin cred itor 

Rebecca Mucklwrath ( she having fathered an illeg child on him); pledges Wm Oates (Douglas) + 

Nichs Bridson (Arbory) [taken from MNB]  
37

 in 1753 states accepted as will of Mary McYlwrath; Rebecca Mcylwrath claims agnst estate of Mary 

Mcylwrath and appe ars to be disputed by Charles  



quite possibly the son of William Mylrea & Ellinor Quayle whose children were 

born in Ballaugh in the early 1700s, and William possibly the third son of William 

McYlrea & Ann Christ ian38.   

 

Unfortunately, the family of William & Ellinor (Quayle) has few verifiable records 

to shed light on their time on this earth .  The main instrument is EÓÓÐÕÖÙɀÚɯƕƛƗƗɯ

will which lists her children William, John, Thomas, Edward, Margaret & Mary 

Mylre a, and then the Ballaugh parish registers which have four baptisms of 

children of a William  Mylrea .  Another useful document is the will of Mary, the 

youngest child who died in 1759, in which she named her four brothers - William, 

John, Thomas, Edward - as supervisors of her children, signifying that they were 

all still alive and well in to adulthood.   

 

The name Edward is uncommon in the Myl rea clans so the chances of there being 

two different families with an Edward at the same time are remote.  It would b e a 

reasonable assumption that the putative son of William & E llinor (Quayle) named 

Edward  was the Edward Mylrea who lived in Malew , married to Alice Quayle,  

and he had a brother  of Thomas Mylrea.  He shared some of 3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÈÛÛÙÐÉÜÛÌÚȯɯ

he owned land, did  not borrow money, and was quietly prosperous.  Some time 

after he married Susanna Cashen in Malew in 176839Ȯɯ$ËÞÈÙËɀÚɯÚÖÕȮɯÈÓÚÖɯÕÈÔÌËɯ

Edward, migrated to Peel, a town that housed many members of the 

Deemster/Archdeacon clan during the 1700s.    

  

Thomas Mylrea was married to Jane Karran.  No record of their marriage 

survives but it was presumably in the early 1730s.  They had two children in 

Braddan, Isabel in 1734 and Edward in 1738.  Edward died in infancy and Isabel 

married William Cain of KK German in 1 753 when she was about 19 years of age.  

3ÏÐÚɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÓÐÍÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯƕƔ-

15 years younger than the Thomas Mylrea who married Margaret Lewn in 

Braddan in 1717. 

 

                                                 
38  William McYlrea (Ballaugh) 1627-1692 
39  Basil Mylrea, Publican (Peel) 1791-1865 

 

http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/William%20McYlrea%201627%20Ballaugh.pdf
http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/BASIL%20MYLREA%20b1791.pdf
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Thomas engaged in land dealings in Braddan in the 1740s and 1750s, and 

subsequently purchased from his son-in-ÓÈÞɀÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯthe Moaney Moar estate in 

the parish of German.  There he installed his daughter and her husband on one 

half of the estate.  Soon afterwards, Thomas and Jane went to live there and 

remained until their deaths, Thomas in 1774 and Jane in 1785.   

 

In 1783, William Cain, his wife Isabel Mylrea and mother -in-law Jane Karran 

made a charitable donation to the Church Wardens of German in the form of land 

for the establishment of an English school in Peel.  This public gesture resonated 

with a similar donation from Rev . William Mylrea who in 1776 gifted a small 

house and grounds to the Mathematical School in Peel.  The school had been 

established not long before by Rev. James Moore to give ten poor students a free 

education in the maths and sciences (navigation?), no doubt a significant 

contribution to a nation of seafarers such as the Manx. 

Daniel Mylrea & Leonora Heywood  

Perhaps the youngest of the newcomers to Douglas (and the latest arrival) was 

Daniel Mylrea, b aptised in Peel in 1750, the older son of Thomas Mylrea and Rose 

Savage.  He enjoyed a privileged life as a member of the influential 

Deemster/Archdeacon line of Mylreas, who held inter alia the estate known as the 

Dollough in Ballaugh.  Daniel married Leonora Heywood in 1776  in Braddan, 

Leonora from another influential Manx family, the Heywoods of The Nunnery.  

No children came from the marriage, and a decade after they were married, 

Leonora died.   

 

When Daniel was just a boy, he inherited a degree of wealth when his father, a 

merchant, died in 1759.  However, when his bachelor uncle (Daniel Mylrea, a 

Deemster) died in 1775, twenty-five year old Daniel became seriously wealthy.  

He inherited the Dollough estate that had been in Mylrea hands since written 

records began, passed on from father to oldest son through the generations.  

Daniel immediately sold off the land in several lots, netting £3,000 in the process.  

Perhaps because Daniel had never lived a rural life, he had neither an attachment 

ÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÕËɯÕÖÙɯÈÕɯÐÕÊÓÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯÛÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕɯÈÚɯÓÈÕËɯÖÞÕÌÙÚȭɯɯɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯ



around this time that he went into business in Douglas with Robert Heywood 

ȹ+ÌÖÕÖÙÈɀÚɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙȺɯÈÕËɯ)ÖÏÕɯ3ÈÜÉÔÈÕɯÚÕÙ, Taubman also    from an influential 

Manx famil y of Deemsters, Attorneys General, and so on.   

 

0ÜÐÛÌɯÚÖÖÕɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ+ÌÖÕÖÙÈɀÚɯËÌÈÛÏȮɯ#ÈÕÐÌÓɯÚÌÌÔÌËȮɯÚurprisingly, to be in a parless 

state financially.  Several times he mortgaged the house that he inherited from his 

father in Peel, and it is a matter of conjecture whether his business associates or 

his business acumen were the source of his problems.  One way or the other, by 

1798, Daniel was living in London, an officer in the British Army; he was married 

to Mary Bosley; and the first two of his five childre n had arrived.   

 

For all of the tragedy that tainted Daniel through much of his life, he nevertheless 

became the patriarch of a group of extraordinary people who descended from his 

only surviving son Frederick Thomas Mylrea.  Neither he nor his descendants 

ever returned to the Isle of Man. 

Margaret McYlrea & William Clague  

Early in the 1700s, living in rural Braddan, was Margaret Clague als McYlrea.  She 

was an immig rant from Ballaugh, and had married William Clague, heir to the 

Ulikan estate, in 1701.  Margaret was the younger daughter of Thomas Mylrea and 

Margaret Craine of the Ballacooiley estate and baptised 1684.  She died in 1724 and 

a Thomas Mylrea was a signatory to her probate papers, so he was presumably 

her ½ brother, which points again to the individual who was married to Margaret 

Lewn.  

Catherine Mylrea  

In 1789, Catharine Mylrea died in Douglas.  She was a 50 year old spinster and in 

her will, she mentione d her sister Jane who was married to Robert Cain, and a 

Margaret Callister als Mylrea.  All three women were Douglas residents.  

Catherine and Jane were the daughters of William Mylrea and Jane Tear, and 

baptised 1739 and 1729 respectively.  Their sister Margaret married Charles 

Kewish in 1766, and so she could not possibly have been Margaret Callister, since 

this latter marriage took place in 1779, and Kewish children were being born to 

Margaret and Charles after that date.   

 

http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/FREDERICK%20THOMAS%20%20MYLREA%20b1774.pdf
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Margaret Callister might  have been the daughter of John Mylrea and Ann 

Howland and born in 1752 in Maughold .  In that case, her father was a cooper 

and the third son of William Mylrea and Catherine Cowle of  the Ballacooiley estate 

in Ballaugh. 

 

Catherine MIGHT have been the mother of two illegitimate children, William, 

born in 1773, and Elizabeth in 1776.  Their father was William Cri nolt, and they 

were both born in Bride, a parish where "ÈÛÏÌÙÐÕÌɀÚɯfamily lived when these 

children were born .  If Catherine was indeed the mother of the illegitimate 

William, then her son MIGHT have married Elizabeth Clague in Lonan in 1802.  

The oldest son of William Mylrea and Elizabeth Clague, Thomas, demonstrated a 

kindness and paternity, that could be construed as a model citizen, on a small 

holding, Ballakilley, in Lonan. 

The U nattached  

Records in the 1700s occasionally reveal individuals with the Mylrea surname 

who had no known links to any Mylrea families; thus, they must stand as little 

islands in family history  for the time being . 

 

A woman named A nn Ager als Mylrea died in Braddan in 1798.  Most likely, she 

was the Ann M cYlroy had married a James Eager in Santon in 1760, he probably 

an English mariner  and she a Manx woman.  There were four recorded baptisms 

for this couple ɬ Jane (1762), James (1764), John (1766) and Ann (1772) but only 

three mentioned in her will  (James was not).  The only relevant recorded 

candidate for Ann Ager als Mylrea was Ann Mylrea (McYlroy) who was baptised 

in Lonan in 1730 (father Edward) although this family is itself unk nown in the 

Mylrea scheme of things.  

 

Other events with isolated Mylrea individuals:  

 

1. Baptisms in Onchan 

 

FATHER  MOTHER  YEAR  

Elizth  Paul  Anne Keiggeen  1773 



 

 

2. Baptisms in Braddan 

 

FATHER  MOTHER  YEAR  

William  John Kewley  Isab Mylroiy  1756 

Alice  John Kewl ey Isab Mylroiy  1757 

Margaret  John Kewley  Isabel Mylvorrey  1762 

    Isabella  Robert Cottier  Ann Mylrea 40 1794 

Jane Robert Cottier  Ann Mylrea  1802 

     

3. Marriages in Onchan 
BRIDE  GROOM YEAR  

Cath  Mylrea  Jon Moore  1706 

 

4. Marriages in Braddan 
BRIDE  GROOM YEAR 

Mary Mylrea  Thomas Brew  1730 

Kath Mcylroy  Nicholas Clarke  1755 

Margaret  Mylrea  Thomas Creer  1797 

 

  

                                                 
40  Married Malew 1794 (MYLREIE) 
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19th  Century  
 

 

wo hundred years after the earliest Mylreas were recorded in Braddan, 

few of the original stock remained.  The male descendants of  

Á Margaret Mallereigh & Robert Joyner  

Á Jane McYlrea & Richard Killey  

Á Jane McYlroy & Philip Higgin   

Á Hugh Mylrea & Margaret Cain  als Kinnish  

Á Thomas Mylrea & Margaret Lewn, and 

Á Thomas Myl rea & Jane Karren  

had either died, migrated or disappeared.  I n fact, the sole survivors of the 18th 

century Mylreas in Douglas and surrounding district were the descendants of 

Thomas Mylrea and Margaret Cowin  whose children were born during the 1740s 

& 1750s.   

 

The new century brought n ew famil ies from the Mylrea clans to Douglas as it 

became increasingly the centre of ÛÏÌɯÐÚÓÈÕËɀÚɯcommerce.   

Thomas Mylrea & Ann Cannon  

This pair presents as something of an enigma.  Thomas was most likely the 

youngest son of John Mylrea and Jane Clark of the Ballacooiley estate.  Their child 

was baptised in 1781.  *ÕÖÞÕɯɁÍÈÊÛÚɂɯabout this Douglas family are: 

* Thomas was born 1770-1780 in Ballaugh41  

* He worked as a gardener/labourer42 

* Ann was born about 1781 in Conchan (Douglas)43    

* They married in Braddan in November, 1811  

                                                 
41  1841 (UEGLIEA), 1851 census  
42  1841, 1851 census 
43  1841 census 

T 



* four children with b aptismal records in Braddan 1812-1825 : Catherine 

(1812), John (1817), Margaret (1821), Charlotte (1825);  a fifth Ann (c1816) 

was living with her mother in the 1891 census 

* family always lived in Senna Lane, adjacent to Villa Marina 

* daughter Catherine marr ied James Hall and had a daughter named 

Louisa44 in 183545;  Catherine46 was later married to John Cain in 1840 and 

had a son George the same year 

* only son John died in 1844 when he was 27; he might have married 

Margaret Fitzpatrick (Irish) and died a month l ater; had a daughter Sarah 

in 1845; her baptism was listed as Dissenter 

* Margaret might have married a King/Keig  

* daughter Charlotte died in 1849 when she was 23 

* in the 1841 census, two grandchildren were living with Thomas & Ann; 

Louisa Hall (4) and George Cain (1) ; in the 1861 census, granddaughter 

Emma King (might be Keig) aged 8 (presumably daughter of Margaret) 

was living with Ann in Senna Lane  

* Thomas died 1851-186147  

* Ann died 1872 at the age of 91 

 

A curious item that might relate to Thomas and Ann is  a report from the 

#ÌÌÔÚÛÌÙɀÚɯ2ÜÔÔÈÙàɯ"ÖÜÙÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ,ÈÕßɯ+ÐÉÌÙÈÓɯÕÌÞÚ×È×ÌÙɯÖÍɯƕst December 1838: 

And Thomas Mylrea and his wife, who keep a public house in Sand Street, 

ÞÌÙÌɯÍÐÕÌËɯƘƔÚɯÖÙɯÐÕɯËÌÍÈÜÓÛɯÖÍɯ×ÈàÔÌÕÛɯÈɯÔÖÕÛÏɀÚɯÐÔ×ÙÐÚÖÕÔÌÕÛȮɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÍÜÙÐÖÜÚɯ

attack on Èɯ,ÙÚɯ2ÈàÓÌɯÈÕËɯÉÙÌÈÒÐÕÎɯÏÌÙɯÈÙÔɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ×ÖÒÌÙɯÈÛɯÛÞÖɯÖɀÊÓÖÊÒɯÖÕɯ

Sunday morning when inquiring for her husband who was in the habit of 

ÍÙÌØÜÌÕÛÐÕÎɯ,àÓÙÌÈɀÚɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÈÛɯÜÕÚÌÈÚÖÕÈÉÓÌɯÏÖÜÙÚȭɯɯ'ÐÚɯ'ÖÕÖÜÙɯÎÈÝÌɯÕÖÛÐÊÌɯÛÖɯ

the Mylreas that they need not expect to have their license renewed48 

 

The other Thomas Mylrea in the district at the time was Thomas, the husband of 

Margaret Cowin.  This man worked on a farm  and was not a publican, so he 

                                                 
44   Louisa married John Kennah in 1859 in the UK.  She had a large family and died in 1895 
45   1841 census (UEGLIEA) 
46   'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ ÂÁÐÔÉÓm record (Catherine MULREA) 
47   1861 census 
48   Manx Liberal, 1 Dec 1838, p3 
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seems an unlikely candidate for the fracas and ensuing legal action in 1838.  On 

the other hand, having lost the liquour license might explain why Thomas , 

husband of Ann,  was listed as a gardener in the 1841 census of the Isle of Man. 

 

Thus, the footprint of Thomas Mylrea & Ann Cannon was relatively brief, and 

they left no male descendants.  There is no burial record for Thomas, nor any sign 

of a will (not for Ann either) on the Isle of Man.   

Daniel Mylrea & Mary Stephenson  

Daniel Mylrea was from Ballaugh where his family ɀÚ origins were firmly rooted 

at Ballacooiley, the estate long ÏÌÓËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯɁÍÈÙÔÌÙɂɯ,àÓÙÌÈÚɯÖÍɯÛÏe parish.  Thus 

Thomas Mylrea who married Ann Cannon might have been his uncle, and 

Thomas Mylrea who married Margaret Lewn his great great uncle (the latter 

unlikely) .  Daniel was the second son of a second son which meant that his father, 

Daniel snr, inherited little from his ÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯËÌÈÛÏ and had to make his own way 

in the world.  D aniel jnr also had to make his own way in the world  and this he 

did as a publican in Douglas.  

 

Daniel jnr was born in 1799, and married Mary Stephenson in Ramsey in 1826.  

He was soon the manager of the Injebruck Hotel in Douglas and later landlord of 

the Ramsey Inn also in Douglas.  They had eight children, four dying in infancy.  

Daniel jnr died in 1839 and his wife Mary remarried almost imm ediately, dying in 

1848 not long after the birth of the fourth child of her second marriage.   

 

The ÉÓÌÕËÌËɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÖÍɯ,àÓÙÌÈÚɯÈÕËɯ!ÜÊÏÈÕÈÕÚɯȹ,ÈÙàɀÚɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÔÈÙÙÐÈÎÌȺɯsoon 

decamped from Douglas  to Ramsey.  Thus #ÈÕÐÌÓɀÚɯÍÖÖÛ×ÙÐÕÛɯin Douglas was light  

and his ÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯÛÐÔÌɯtheir brief.  Nevertheless, Daniel and his wife Mary, two 

children who had died in infancy, and their oldest son Daniel who returned to the 

island in his later years, were all laid to rest in the Onchan cemetery.  Their  story 

is told in Three Daniels & a Thomas 1761-1934.   

http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/THREE%20DANIELS%20&%20A%20THOMAS.pdf


 

William Mylrea & Isabella Corkhill  

William came from Ramsey, the grand son of John Mylrea and Ann Howland .  

Perhaps he was also the nephew of Margaret Callister als Mylrea, mentioned in 

the 1789 will of Catherine Mylrea .  His grandfather was the third son of William 

Mylrea & Catherine Cowle of Ballacooiley and went off to Ramsey to earn a living 

as a cooper, a tradition his son and grandson also followed.  Isabella was a young 

widow  from KK German , and her father too was a cooper.   

 

William and Isabella married in 1818 in Douglas and had four children: John 

1819, Thomas 1822, John 1823, and Isabella 1825.  The two little boys named John 

died and soon the family was living in Liverpool where William worked as a 

cooper for the herring curers Henry Holmes & Co who also had a factory in 

Douglas. Like his distant cousin Daniel  the publican , William  left only a light 

footprint in Douglas for his stay was brief.  The family migrated first to Liverpool 

where William died, and then Isabella took her youngest son Edward and 

daughter Jane to Australia.  None of 6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɀÚɯchildren (more had been born 

during their stay in England) returned to the i sland although the widow of their 

son Thomas (Elizabeth Catherine Christian) lived her last years in Douglas.  

Grand sons of Thomas Mylrea & Margaret Cowin  

The records show that Thomas and Margaret had eight surviving grandsons, sons 

of Philip (2), Edward (3), and William (3)  ɬ or rather the registers do not record 

their deaths in infancy.   

 

The fates of /ÏÐÓÐ×ɀÚ two sons - Thomas (1773) and Philip (1775) - are unknown.   

 

Of $ËÞÈÙËɀÚɯthree sons, two eventually left Lonan where they were born and 

went to live in Douglas while his youngest remained there. 

¶ Edward Mylrea (&  Margaret  Christian ) 

Edward was the oldest son of Edward  Mylrea and Dorothy  Fargher.  He was 

born in Lonan in 1767 but spent his adult life in Onchan (Castle Street).  He 

ÞÈÚɯÚÏÐ×ɀÚɯÔÈÚÛÌÙɯÞÐÛÏɯÝÌssels named Three Friends, Ally & Nancy, and Three 
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Sisters, all plying their trade at various times to Whitehaven and later to 

Scotland.  His only son, also named Edward, went to live in Liverpool.  

¶ Thomas Mylrea (& Elizabeth Cowin ) 

Thomas was the second son of Edward Mylrea and Dorothy Fargher .  Born in 

1774, he was a tailor in Lonan where his four sons were born.  In about 1820, 

Thomas and his wife Elizabeth made their way to Douglas where they lived in 

Factory Lane and where Thomas continued his trade as a tailor.  Three of their 

sons went to the UK and did not return.  The fourth, John, was the well -known 

book seller and publisher in Douglas  and )ÖÏÕɀÚɯÖÕÓàɯson was the renowned 

barrister and politician, John Allan Mylrea.  

 

William  had four sons with a baptismal record, and a fifth whose record has not 

survived  but who was demonstrably alive and well in Braddan well into 

adulthood .  Son Daniel born in 1785 did not survive infancy and the fate of son 

)ÖÏÕɯÉÖÙÕɯƕƛƝƕɯÐÚɯÜÕÒÕÖÞÕȭɯɯ'ÌɯÑÖÐÕÌËɯÛÏÌɯÙÈÕÒÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁËÐÚÈ××ÌÈÙÌËɂɯ)ÖÏÕɯ

Mylreas.   

¶ William Mylrea (&  ??) 

The oldest son of William and Jane, named William, wa s baptised in 1781 and 

died 1838.  However, in Braddan at the start of the 19th century were two  

Mylrea families headed by a William who married around th e same time and 

who might reasonably have been of similar age ɬ which one was the son of 

William and Jane? 
 

William (+ Elizabeth Clague)  William (+ Jane  Kewley ) 

married Lonan, 1802 married Marown, 1805 

* William (1802, Lonan) 

* Thomas (1804) 

* Elizabeth  

* Eliza (1810, Braddan) 

* John (1812) 

* Catherine (1814) 

* John (1819) 

* William  

* Mary Ann (1806) 

* Jane (1808) 

* William  (1810) 

* Ellinor (1813) 

* Thomas (1813) 

* John (1818) 

* Catherine (1821) 

* John Robert (1823) 

* Edward James (1823) 

* Sarah (1828) 



 

The key information that tends to weight the argument towards their son 

marrying Jane Kewley is that she was born in 1784, and he in 1781.  This seems 

a more likely mix, since Elizabeth Clague had been born in 1771.  Earlier in this 

document, the idea was put forward that the William who married Elizabeth 

was the illegitimate son of Catherine Mylrea, the daughter of William Mylrea 

and Jane Tear. 

¶ Thomas Mylrea (& Margaret Cowin ) 

This Thomas was a farmer and a Methodist preacher.  While his parents and 

siblings were essentially urban dwelle rs, living in the town of Douglas, Thomas 

resided on Ballaoates farm in 1841 and at Ballagarree in 1851.  This is the son of 

William and Jane who lacks a record of baptism but his birth year, 1788, would 

ÔÈÒÌɯÏÐÔɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÚÐßÛÏɯÊÏÐÓËȭɯɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÚÖÕÚɯ- Thomas, Philip and William - 

made their marks in very different ways in other parts of the Isle of Man.  

Thomas became the miller in Glen Wyllin at Michael, Philip  was the teacher at 

St Marks in Malew, and William  was the blacksmith in Andreas.   In turn, 

several of their children chased their dreams even further afield, in the UK, 

USA, South Africa and Australia.  The story of this family is told in Thomas 

Mylrea, Farmer & Preacher (Braddan) 1788-1860. 

¶ Philip Mylrea (& Jane Moore) 

Baptised in 1793, Philip was a master craftsman, a stone mason.  He is credited 

with having worked on the Tower of Refuge in Douglas Harbour.  He married 

Jane Moore of Lonan in 1818 and they had at least 11 children although just six 

survived infancy.  T he family lived in Cattle Market Street and later in Bucks 

Street.  They had two sons, Philip and John James, of whom John James did 

not marry, and the life of the ir  older son, Philip, was blighted wit h tragedy.  

Philip jnr left not male descendants, dying in New Zealand in 1878.  After 

what might have been several centuries in Douglas, the chain of descent was 

over for this line of Mylreas.  Their story is told in Philip Mylrea, Stone Mason.  

 

The fate of the daughters of Philip and Jane is not always clear.  It would certainly 

appear that three and perhaps four of them died between 1832 and 1834 ɬ Sophia 

http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/THOMAS%20MYLREA,%20BRADDAN%20b1788%20.pdf
http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/THOMAS%20MYLREA,%20BRADDAN%20b1788%20.pdf
http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/THOMAS%20MYLREA,%20BRADDAN%20b1788%20.pdf
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(x 2)49, Elizabeth, and Sarah Ellen.  Daughter Sarah married John Sutton and 

migrated to the UK but for Mary Ann (b1821), Jane (b1823), and Elizabeth (b1840), 

no clear history can be found : 

¶ Mary Ann (b1821) might have married Thomas Smyth in 1847;  

¶ Jane (b1823) might have married Thomas Horridge , a clog maker,  in 1844, 

and migrated to  Lancashire ; or John Thompson in 1846; or she died in 1847 

aged 26 sic.;  

¶ Elizabeth (b1830) has left not trace after the 1851 census when she was 

living with her parents and was a domestic servant  

  

Thomas & Joseph Mylrea  (Mylroie) 50 

These two brothers lived in Douglas most of their lives although their family 

origins were the parish of Lonan.  Their father, James, was the oldest son of David 

Mylroie, a family that reached back over a century in Lonan.  Thomas had been 

born in Lonan in about 1830 yet his younger brother, Joseph, was perhaps born in 

Douglas ÈÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯËÌÈÛÏɯÐÕɯƕƜƗƝȭɯɯTheir mother was 

Margaret (Teare) and she was born in Patrick. 

 

Thomas was heir to the Mylroie family estate of Close Moar.  However, after his 

ÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯËÌÔÐÚÌȮɯÛÏÌɯÌÚÛÈÛÌɯØÜÐÊÒÓàɯ×ÈÚÚÌËɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯÏÈÕËÚɯÈÕËɯÔÖÝÌËɯÛÖɯ

Douglas where Thomas grew up to became a joiner.  He married Mary Clague in 

1860 and they lived in Dalton Terrace.  None of their three children married and 

ÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯËÌÈÛÏɯÖÍɯ$ÓÐáÈɯ ÕÕɯÐÕɯƕƝƘƗȮɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɀÚɯÓine, which stretched back to the 

mid 1600s came to an end.  

 

Joseph was a baker (he had many occupations and many residences over his 

lifetime) and married Louisa Stowell  in 1772.  Joseph and Louisa had nine 

children, most of whom migrated away from the pl ace of their birth, their oldest 

son James to Australia.  Their sister Margaret, also born in Lonan, married Robert 

Morrison and he too was a baker.  They also lived in Douglas.  

                                                 
49 4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÄÅÁÔÈ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ Á 3ÏÐÈÉÁ -ÙÌÒÅÁ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÂÏÒÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÙÉÎÇ ÉÎ ΫβέάȢ  )Î ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÏÕÒÃÅȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ 3ÏÐÈÉÁ -ÙÌÒÅÁ ÂÅing born 
in 1830 and dying in 1832.  This latter one might be a typographical error 
50 See Fathers & Sons: One Mylroie Clan in Lonan  

http://www.mylrea.com.au/stories/Fathers%20and%20Sons.pdf


The L ocals 

Many of the descendants of the original Thomas Mylrea & Margaret Co win 

ÙÌÔÈÐÕÌËɯÐÕɯ!ÙÈËËÈÕɯÈÕËɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯÓÐÕÌȯ 

Marriages 

Edward & Margaret (Christian)  
Edward  Mylrea  Eleanor Curphey  1822 

Margaret  Mylrea  James Wilson  (widower)  1834 

Jane Mzlred  William Moore  1838 

Thomas & Elizabeth (Cowin)  
John  Jane Cain  1844 

John (widower)  Jane Allen  1848 

William & Jane (Taggart)  
Philip  Mylrea  Jane Moore  1818 

Philip & Jane (Moore) 

Jane Mylna  

Thomas Horridge   OR  

John Thompson  

1844 

1846 

William & Jane (Kewley)  
Catherine Mylman  Thomas Parker  1844 

Thomas & Margaret (Cow in) 
Jane Mylvia  James Kissack  1835 

Thomas Mylnea  Mary Elizabeth Caine  1839 

Mary  James Shimmin  1845 

Elizabeth  William Colwell  1847 

Burials 

And of course, there were always deaths in these families.  The following is an 

attempt to establish the fate of many of the members of these Mylrea families who 

were resident in Douglas and surrounding parishes .   
 

Braddan    Onchan  

 

1.  Thomas Mylrea & Margaret Cowin (BRADDAN)  

­ Philip Mylrea & Margaret Lewn  

died  born  

1804 Margaret Mylrea  c1750 d-i-l Margaret Lewn ( wife of son Philip)  
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­ Edward Mylrea & Dorothy Fargher (LONAN)  

died born age   

1857 1780 77 Elizabeth Mylrea  als 

Cowin  

g/d-i-l, wife of Thomas the tailor [buried Lonan]  

1853 1774 79 Thomas Son, tailor [buried Lonan]  

1810 1810 0 Thomas Mylrea  gs, s/o Edward Mylrea & Margaret Christian  

1839 1767 71 Edward  Son, shipõs captain 

1847 1821 26 Jane Mylrea  als Cain  g/d-i-l 1st wife of John Mylrea the book seller  

1849 1769 80 Margaret Mylrea als 

Christian  

d-i-l, wife of Edward  

1858 1845 13 Elizabeth Jane Mylrea  ggd d/o John Mylrea & Jane Cain  

1881 1817 64 John Mylrea  g/s, book seller 

1882 1815 67 Jane Mylrea als Allen  g-d-i-l 2nd wife of John Mylrea, the book seller  

 

­ William Mylrea & Jane Taggart  (BRADDAN)  

died born age   

1785 1785 0 Daniel Mylrea  s/o William Mylrea & Jane Taggart  

1822 1821 1 John Mylrea  s/o Thomas Mylrea & Margaret Cowin  

1822 1754 68 Mary Cottier als Mylrea  d/o Thomas & Margaret (Cowin) ; married John 

Cottier 1786  

1824 1822 2 Edward Mylrea  Edward James? gs s/o William Mylrea & Jane 

Kewley? 

1832 1830 2 Sophia Mylrea  gd, d/o Philip Mylrea & Jane Moore  

1832 1808 24 Jane Mylrea  gd, d/o William Mylrea & Jane Kewley ; South 

Quay 

1832 1832 0 Sophia Mylrea  gd, d/o Philip Mylrea & Jane Moore  

1833 1778 55 Jane Mylrea  d-i-l Jane Kewley, wi fe of William jnr?  

1833 1825 8 Elizabeth Mylrea  gd, d/o Philip Mylrea & Jane Moore  

1834 1827 7 Sarah Ellen  Mylrea  gd, s/o Philip Mylrea & Jane Moore  

1835 1750 85 Jane Mylrea  Jane Taggart, William  (1) wife? (DRYHEA) ; 

Strand St  

1838 1781 57 William Myl rea (1) Son; h/o Jane Kewley ; South Quay  

1838 1758 80 Ann Mylrea     Will  gd, d/o Thomas Mylrea & Margaret Cowin  

1842 1777 68 Ann Mylrea     Will  d/o William Mylrea & Jane Taggart  

1860 1788 72 Thomas Mylrea  (2)  Will  Son; husband of Margaret Cowin  

1860 1788 72 Margaret Mylrea  Margaret Cowin (w /o  Thomas Mylrea) ?? 

1861 1793 67 Philip Mylrea (3 ) Son; h/o Jane Moore  

1875 1834 41 John Mylrea  John Joseph? gs s/o Philip Mylrea & Jane Moore?  

1879 1797 82 Jane Mylrea als Moore  d-i-l, wife of Philip  

1888 1817 71 Philip Mylrea  s/o Thomas Mylrea & Margaret Cowin ; h/o 

Margaret Crebbin  

 

 

 



2. Daniel Mylrea & Mary Hughes (BALLAUGH)  

­ Daniel Mylrea & Mary Stephenson  

died born age   

1839 1799 40 Daniel Mylrea  Son 

1833 1831 2 John Mylrea  gs  s/o Daniel Mylrea & Mary St ephenson 

1833 1833 0 Ellen Eliza(beth) 

Mylrea  

gd d/o Daniel Mylrea & Mary Stephenson  

1836 1834 2 John Mylrea  gs s/o Daniel Mylrea & Mary Stephenson  

1838 1836 2 Jane (Elizabeth?) 

Mylrea  

gd d/o Daniel Mylrea & Mary Stephenson?  

 

3.  John Mylrea & Jane Clark (BALLAUGH)  

­ Thomas Mylrea & Ann Cannon , Sand St & Senna St 

died born age   

1844 1817 27 John Mylrea  gs,  s/o Thomas Mylrea & Ann Cannon ??; no 1841 

census 

1849 1826 23 Charlotte Mylrea  dd, d/o Thomas Mylrea & Ann Cannon  

1872 1781 91 Ann Mylrea  d-i-l Ann C annon wife of Thomas  

 

4. Robert Mylr oie & Mary Gawn  (LONAN)  

­ William Edward Mylroi  & Eleanor Christian Fargher, 8 Falcon St  

died born age   

1885 1884 1 Alice Eleanor Mylroi  Lonan Mylroie family, d/o William Edward 

Mylrea & Eleanor Christian Faragher  

1894 1886 6 Walter Mylroie  Lonan Mylroie family, d/o William Edward 

Mylrea & Eleanor Christian Faragher  

1895 1892 3 Eleanor Mylroie  Lonan Mylroie family, d/o William Edward 

Mylrea & Eleanor Christian Faragher  

1896 1892 4 Agnes Mylroie  Lonan Mylroie family, d /o William Edward 

Mylrea & Eleanor Christian Faragher  

  

5.  James Mylr oie  & Margaret Tear  

­ Thomas Mylrea and Mary Clague  

died born age   

1926 1861 65 Joseph  

1943 1864 79 Eliza Ann   

1929 1870 59 Elizabeth   

 

­ Joseph Mylrea & Louisa Stowell  

died born age   

1889 1887 2 Margaret Mylrea  d/o Joseph, 45 Strand Street  

1899 1885 14 Anna May Mylrea  No baptism. Father Joseph, 29 Demesne Rd  

1905 1840 65 Joseph Mylrea   

1960 1882 78 James Mylrea  Son, died in Australia  
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6.  Thomas Mylrea & Margaret Gell (GERMAN)  

­ John Mylrea & Louisa Shimmin  

died born    

1878 1859  Eleanor Jane Mylrea  From Peel, d/o John Mylrea & Louisa Shimmin.  

Perhaps working as a domestic in Braddan  

 

7.  William Mylrea & Isabella Corkhill  

died  born  

1822 John Mylrea  1819 s/o William Mylrea & Isabel la Corkhill  

1824 John Mylrea  1823 s/o William Mylrea & Isabella Corkhill  

1897 Elizabeth Catherine Mylrea 

als Christian  

1830 d-i-l , wife of Thomas Mylrea  

 
8. Parent s unknown /uncertain  

­ William Mylrea & Elizabeth Clague  

died born age   

1803   William Mylre a s/o William Mylrea & Elizabeth Clague  

1811   Elizabeth Mylrea  d/o William Mylrea & Elizabeth Clague  

1813   John Mylrea  s/o William Mylrea & Elizabeth Clague  

1819 1819  John Mylrea  s/o William Mylrea & Elizabeth Clague  

1834 1771 63 Elizabeth Mylrea  Wi fe; als Clague  

 

Yet t o be assigned 
died born age   

1809 1809 0 Edward Mylrea  gs, s/o John Mylrea & Elizabeth Cowley 51 

1834 1769 65 Mrs Elizabeth Mylrea  Sand St  

1847 1759 89 Elizabeth Mylrea  Might be Elizabeth Halsall als Miller; w/o 

Charles Mylrea, Male w 

1848 1784 64 Elizabeth  òawful suddenó notation in burial register; Sand 

St 

1849 1809 40 William  Ostler; s/o William & Jane (Kewley?); South 

Quay 

1850 1782 68 William  Husband of Elizabeth Clague?  

 
 

                                                 
51 Ballaugh marriage John Mylrea & Elinor Cowle 1805?  Is this them?  Burial was in Braddan 



 

 

 

The Vi sitors  

Other members of the Mylrea  clans married in Braddan although their ancestral 

roots were in other parishes:     
  MYLREA PARENTS  PARISH  
1800 Esther Mylroie & James Garrett  William & Elizabeth (Callow)  Lonan  

1826 Daniel Mylrea & Emma Crebbin  Daniel & Susannah (Curghey)   Andreas  

1829 Willi am Mylerye & Jane Gelling  David & Catherine (Quayle)  Lonan  

1840 John Mylrea & Esther Carin  John & Catherine (Quilliam)  Rushen 

1840 Mary Mylrice & William Henry Buchanan  Widow of Daniel Mylrea  Ball augh 

1843 Cathrin Mylna & John Quirk  John & Elizabeth ( Garrett)  Andreas  

1844 John Mybray & Ann Quilhart  Thomas & Jony (Judith Camaish)  Lonan  

1845 William Mylrea & Ann Killey  William & Jane (Plaice)  German  

1846 John Mylrea & Margaret Barre (Brew ?) John & Isabella (Quayle)  Michael  

1847 Thomas Mylrea (wido wer) & Ellen Halsa  William & Jane (Plaice)  German  

1860 Philip Mylvea & Eliza Muncaster  Basil & Jane (Garrett)  German  

1864 Mary Ann Mylrea & Henry Kelly  Joseph & Margaret (Kinread)  Lonan  

1870 Susan Mylrea & John Craine  William & Ann (Killey)  German  

1878 Thomas William Mybrea & Eleanor Jane 

Cottier 52 

Thomas & Ann (Quayle)  Ballaugh  

1883 Emma Mylrea & Daniel Kneen  (widower)  John Mylrea & Margaret (Brew)  Michael  

 

5. Births in Braddan 

 

FATHER  MOTHER  YEAR  

Ann  Charles Gell  Margaret Mylrea  1805 

Elizabeth  Charles Gell  Margaret Mylrea  1807 

Thomas Charles Gell  Margaret Mylrea  1809 

Charles  Charles Gell  Margaret Mylrea  1809 

Eliza  Charles Gell  Margaret Mylrea  1811 

Mary Ann  Thomas Mylrea  Eleanor Kelly  183053 

William  Robert Cardy  Eleanor Mylrea 54 1834 

Joseph ...... Hunt  (gardener)  Margaret Mylrea  1842 
¶ Charles & Margaret married 1804 Braddan 

¶ Might be Margaret, d/o Thomas Mylrea & Margaret Cowin whose daughter married Charles Gale 

  

                                                 
52   Both of these young people were dead within two years of marriage, Eleanor in 1878 & Thomas in 1880 
53 The child was illegitimate.  The only two Thomas Mylreas in Braddan of an age to father a child were Thomas Mylrea, married to Ann 
Cannon (he would have been about  45-55 years old), or Thomas, son of William Mylrea and Elizabeth Clague, who would have been 26 
years of age.  
54  Married in Malew 1819 
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- Dissenters 

 

FATHER  MOTHER  YEAR  

James Edward Guilfoyle  Ellen Mylrea  1841 

Cath  Edward Guilfoyle  Ellen Mylrea  1847 

¶ James was located in a House of Industry in 1851 

¶ -ÖɯÚÐÎÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÔÐÓàȭɯɯ-ÖÛɯÚÜÙÌɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÕÈÔÌɯÞÈÚɯ,àÓÙÌÈɯȹÚÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÉÖÙÕɯÐÕɯ(ÙÌÓÈÕËɯÈÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ

1841 census) 

 

 

FATHER  MOTHER  YEAR  

Sarah  

(South Quay)  John Mylrea  

Margaret 

Fitzpatrick  1845 

¶ Sarah is in the 1861 & 1861 census collections, living with her mother 

¶ Hypothesis is that her father was John (a) son of Thomas Mylrea & Ann Cannon OR (b) son of William 

Mylrea & Jane Kewley 

¶ God parent was James Laneghan (cf Thomas Mylrea & Esther Laneghan m1837) 

  



Attachment 1  ɬ Manx Records 
 

n the Isle of Man, systematic record-keeping was well -established by 

the 17th century.  These remarkable resources are available today, the 

result of (a) the early imposition of bureaucra cy ɬ the island has the 

oldest continuous parliament in the world; (b) the Stanley family who ruled the 

island as their fiefdom for generations; (c) the Isle of Man being such a small and 

relatively isolated community; and (d) the magnificent work of the Manx 

National Library and Archive who have collected and preserved these records .  It 

must also be said that since not all records have survived , researchers are never 

dealing with a comprehensive set of data and must make what they will of the 

gaps. 

¶ Parish registers  

The registers were the basis for documenting all baptisms, marriages and burials 

on the island.  They were mandated around 1600 and as might reasonably be 

expected, many entries have not endured (intact, or at all).  Adding to the 

problem of in complete records was the questionable literacy skills of the 

vicar/notary of the day - he who recorded the baptisms, marriages and burials as 

well as any contractual arrangements his illiterate parishioners  needed to make ɬ 

which led to a wide variety of s pellings of the surname, often local, so that at 

much the same time, in Malew there was Mcylleriah, in Michael McGilrea, and in 

Ballaugh, McYlrea.  Particular spellings often reflected the tour of duty of the 

vicar/notary ɬ for example, Thomas Parr was vicar in Malew for about 50 years so 

McYlleriah can be consistently found over that long period.  Variations for Mylrea 

in the registers for Douglas and the surrounding parishes include : 

Ö Mollera  

Ö McLarye 

Ö Maclereigh 

 

Ö Malleroy  

Ö Mallereigh  

Ö McYlroy  

Ö Maelereigh  

Ö MacYlrea 

Ö McYlrea 

 

Ö McKilroy  

Ö McLery  

Ö Malerye 

Ö Mollerie  

 

It was not only the passage of time and the talents of the vicar that eroded the 

quality of Manx parish records.  There was also the remarkable circumstance 

O 
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where, on some occasions, entries were never made at all, as the following entry 

from Braddan explains.    
 

 

Reverend Anthony Halsal was not alone in his dereliction.  Sixty years later, in 

1797, the vicar of Lonan, Samuel Gell, was Ɂpresentedɂ55 for not entering 

baptisms and marriages into the Register.  Problems for the Lonan records did not 

end there however when, the following year, curate John Gill w as presented for 

cutting paper out of the Lonan Register!  

A hurdle for any modern researcher, not only with Manx records, but with ANY 

records, is the ability of the transcriber to accurately report what is contained in 

an old, hand-written entry.  Take the following example in which the date of 

burial on original Court records differs from the transcript.  

                                                 
55   Presentments were accusations that an individual had breached Ecclesiastical law, and he/she was  brought before a Church Court to 
be tried (and sentenced if found guilty). 


